LHS Senior Newsletter              
September 1, 2011

   Welcome back, seniors! I hope your year is off to a great start. You have many things to look forward to this year. Hopefully you are already thinking about college, work, and life after high school. My job as counselor is to help you as you get ready for your future. One way I will get information out to you is through a monthly newsletter. These newsletters will be available outside of my office in the library right beside my door or online (www.lockwoodschools.org, Click on Counselor’s Corner, Newsletters.)   Make sure to read this newsletter each month to stay up-to-date on the information that I have to pass along to you.
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College Representatives
Throughout the year representatives from colleges will be visiting the high school to meet with students. These visits will be held in the library. Representatives will discuss admissions, scholarships, and other helpful information pertaining to that college. It is always good to meet with several representatives even if you feel you are positive about what school you would like to go to (Always keep an open mind. You just never know, you might find somewhere more fitting to you).  If you are interested in meeting with a representative, please fill out the sign-up sheet on my bulletin board. 

· PSU Representative on September 6th at 12:30
September/October "To Dos":
Make sure to start requesting brochures and applications from your colleges of interest. If you need assistance in this process please feel free to come by my office at anytime and I will help you.  It may seem early but now is the time to start sending in applications to colleges you are considering. Some of the applications will need letters of recommendation. These letters may be written by teachers/administrators/counselors or other appropriate adults.  Please be sure to give people plenty of time to write them. As you start the application process feel free to drop by my office with any questions you may have or help you may need. Second, make sure that you register to take the ACT in October if you have not already taken it.  More information about the October ACT can be found below.

. 

October ACT 
The next ACT test is October 22.   Remember that most 4-year colleges require ACT scores.  If you have not taken the ACT you are encouraged to do so now to help with the college application process.  To avoid late fees students must have registered by September 16. Registration for the ACT is all online.   To register online students must visit the ACT website at www.actstudent.org. Students need to use the school code (262020) online so that the high school will have a copy of your ACT score to send to colleges/agencies at the student’s request. If you do not take the ACT in October, your next chance will be in December.  Area schools that will be hosting the October ACT include Carthage, Lamar, and Miller.
     ACT test dates for the 2011-12 school year: October 22, December 10, February 11, April 14, June 9.
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Parent/Teacher conferences will be held in the Lockwood R-1 School District on October 20th from 4-8 pm.  Parents may pick up grade cards for first quarter and visit with teachers during this time.    Remember all lunch bills must be paid to receive grade cards.  The high school conferences will be held in the library on a first come first serve basis.  


NCAA Clearinghouse application required for prospective college athletes 

    Seniors who plan to compete in college level athletics (Division I or Division II) need to meet the academic eligibility and core-course requirements as determined by the NCAA Clearinghouse. Seniors planning to pursue athletics in college need to apply to the Clearinghouse as soon as possible. Students are strongly encouraged to apply online at www.eligibilitycenter.org.   When you register, please let Mrs. Coose know so your transcript can be send to the Clearinghouse in your behalf.



Scholarship Information

  There are tons of scholarships that are awarded to seniors each year, these scholarships range anywhere from academic, athletic, to talent-related in content.  Some types of scholarships are based on need of financial aid. In this newsletter and on the website, scholarship eligibility criteria will be listed to help students choose which applications to pick up. Students please feel free to seek scholarships on your own as well.  On the school website, under the Counseling Corner, there is a Financial Aid button which contains resources that you can use on your own to find scholarships. Also check the colleges you are considering for financial aid information (most colleges list scholarships and financial aid information on their Financial Aid page of their website.)   Scholarship applications are rarely, if ever, accepted late. So it is important to remember deadlines are the key to having a chance at the money.  Please use these newsletters and the school website, so that you and your parents can stay on top of the scholarships and deadlines that come through my office. Our scholarship list will be very short right now, but will grow as the year progresses.


MISSOURI CATTLEMEN FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
High school seniors who plan to study in the field of agriculture and food production at a college or university are highly encouraged to apply for the Missouri Cattlemen Foundation scholarship.  To apply, the applicant must complete the application, include three letters of reference (one of which must be from a current member of the Missouri Cattlemen’s Association), 500 word typed essay, and a copy of your high school transcript.  Applications are available at http://www.mocattlemenfoundation.org/.  Deadline to apply is September 30.
WENDY'S HIGH SCHOOL HEISMAN SCHOLARSHIP
This program is designed to recognize students who are high achievers in academics, community service, and athletics. This is a national competition. The competition will be judged in equal importance of: Athletic Participation/Achievement, Academic Performance, and Community and School Involvement. To apply, go online at www.wendysheisman.com.  Deadline: Prior to October 2.

HORATIO ALGER ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP

The Horatio Alger Association annually awards more than $11 million in college scholarships and grants. The scholarship program provides financial assistance to students throughout the nation who have financial need and have exhibited integrity and perseverance in overcoming personal adversity. Scholarship criteria also include commitment to pursue a bachelor's degree. Online applications are available at www.horatioalger.com/scholarships.  Deadline: October 30. 
COCA-COLA SCHOLARS FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP
Recognizes outstanding seniors (up to $20,000 in scholarships.) To apply, go to www.coca-colascholars.org.  Complete the registration and check the eligibility requirements. Deadline: October 31.

HELPFUL WEBSITES

www.fastweb.com - Free search of over 600,000 scholarships and 4,000 colleges

www.studentaid.ed.gov - This website is designed specifically for students, and provides details about he entire financial aid process, from considering which college to attend, to applying for aid, to repaying loans.

www.collegeprofiles.com - this free site assists students looking for a college or career school.  It features in-depth college profiles with information about academic programs, athletics, campus life, facilities, expenses, financial aid, and much more.

www.anycollege.net - This free college search engine is for prospective college students.  It has over 5500 colleges in its searchable database and has a scholarship site also.

www.number2.com - Check out this website to practice for an ACT and/or SAT.
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